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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This action is in response to the Pre-Appeal Conference Decision dated June 10, 
2008. The Final Office Action dated February 25, 2008 is therefore withdrawn. 
Accordingly, claims 1, 2, 5-9, 12-16, 19-21 remain pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The Information Disclosure Statement filed on August 12, 2008 has been 
considered. An initialed copy of the Form 1449 is enclosed herewith. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 2, 5-9, 1 2-1 6, 1 9-21 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 5-9, 12-16, 19-21 are rejected under U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cronce et. al, US Patent Publication No. 2003/0172035 in view of 
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Linden, US Patent No. 6,360,254 and in further view of Bhattacharaya US Patent 
Publication No. 2002/0094083. 

Claims 1 and 15: 

Cronce as shown, discloses the following limitation: 

• downloading a license key from the web page (see at least Cronce 
paragraph 22). 

Cronce discloses the limitation described above. Cronce does not 
disclose the following limitation, but Linden does: 

• using the encrypted URL to access a web page (see at least 
column 4, lines 35-65). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the license management system of Cronce with 
the encrypted URL of Linden to provide increased security to content data 
through server anonymity. 

Cronce disclose the limitations described above. Cronce does not 
disclose the following, but Linden discloses a temporary web address with 
a pre-specified number of uses: 

• the web page is deleted after all license keys are downloaded (see 
at least column 5, lines 22-29). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the license key system of Cronce with the 
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temporary web address of Linden, to prevent discovery of a private URL 
holding sensitive information such as license keys in order to prevent 
discovery of the URL through an improper means and to delete the URL 
after a pre-specified number of uses, such as after all license key have 
been downloaded. 

Cronce discloses the limitations described above. Cronce does not 
disclose the following limitation, but Linden does: 

• after a software order, sending an e-mail message with an 
encrypted URL to a user (see at least column 6, lines 15-22, 
column 4, lines 45-67); 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the system of Cronce with the encrypted e-mail 
message of Linden in order to securely convey the encrypted URL to only 
authorized users. 

Cronce discloses the limitations described above. Cronce does not 
disclose the following limitation, but Bhattacharaya discloses a one-time 
distribution scheme and one-time license: 

• the license key can only be downloaded once from the web page 
(see at least paragraphs 2, 5, 6, 7). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the system of Cronce/Linden with the single 
license download of Bhattacharaya in order to account for and preserve 
the security of issued license keys. 

Claims 2, 9, 16: 

Cronce discloses the limitations described above. Cronce does not 
disclose the following limitation, but Linden does: 

• the e-mail message also includes an authorization code for use 
with a web application (see at least column 3, lines 58-61 and 
column 4, lines 12-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the system of Cronce with the alphanumeric 
code (token) of Linden, which serves as an authorization code, in order to 
maintain client anonymity. 

Claims 5, 12, 19: 

Cronce discloses the limitations described above. Cronce does not 
disclose the following limitation, but Linden does: 

• the encrypted URL allows for license key download without 
requiring user login (see at least column 4, lines 12-19). 



Application/Control Number: 10/655,773 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3685 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the system of Cronce with the lack of requiring 
the user login of Linden since the token provides authorization/access to 
the private URL. 

Claims 6, 13, 20: 

Cronce discloses the limitations described above. Cronce further 
discloses: 

• a web application is used to keep track of software licenses (see at 
least paragraph 38). 

Claims 7, 14, 21: 

Cronce discloses the limitations described above. Cronce further 
discloses: 

• a copy of the license key can be retrieved from the web application 
(see at least paragraph 39). 

Claim 8: 

Cronce discloses the limitations described above. Cronce further 
discloses: 

• a memory adapted to store license keys for software (see at least 
Cronce paragraph 20); 
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Cronce/Linden disclose the limitations described above and further 
discloses: 

• a processor adapted to execute a software email construction 
application to send an e-mail message with an encrypted URL to a 
user after a software order and to execute a license key download 
construction application to produce a license key download page for 
the encrypted URL, wherein the license key download page can be 
used for downloading one of the license keys (see at least Cronce 
paragraph 38, Linden column 4, lines 6-1 1 and 57-67, column 6, lines 
15-22, column 5, lines 29-31). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the license management system of Cronce with 
the encrypted URL of Linden to provide increased security to content data 
through server anonymity to secure license management. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas West whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1236. The examiner can normally be reached on M-R 7:30am - 5pm EST, ALT Fridays 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Calvin L. Hewitt, can be reached on (571) 272-6709. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Thomas West 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3685 
August 16, 2008 

/Jalatee Worjloh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3685 



